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Xn a consultationtith the Pxwsidentyesterdayit
was hl.a opinion that I ●hould notifyyou imediab~ conoemi~
the weapcnatestprogramwhich is being conducted ●t the present
time ●t $niwetok.

The 8Qpificant event to date Lo that we have
detonated the first full+cale thermonuclear device. This tiok
placo on October 31at, Aaehington t-. Ibis waa m experimmtal
device nhhh demonstrated that a themonwlear explosion is
feasible. It uiU probablybe ● year beforewe will be ●ble to
teat the first deliverable# emonuclear weapon.

From●arlyand incmapleteevaluationof the reaulti,
the @eld la eatlmatedroughlyto have been approximately
10 =gatone, that is, ten tion taa9 of TNT equivalent. If

4’
the mom preci6eand lengthymethodsof meamring yield,uhlch
are now in process,confirmthe aboveyield, the detonation

E
m= exceedswhat w had anticipated.

k%
Zhe isl-d of the Atollwhich waa used for the shot

— Elugelab-- iB missingand where it wae there la now an under-
water craterof sune 15(30yamis in diameter.

Ho significantfall-out of radioactive contamination
haa occurred. As a precautionagainat fall-out, Joint ?aek Force
hmi evacuati the Atoll for the shot. I’hepersonnelhave mu
returned to the Atoll.

Presentplans call for the conductof the secondand
finaldetonationof this operationnot earlierthan,but probably
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on, h-r 12thf Washington -; depmding upon weather
d&nathn uill & ● prod-teat of-a high ylold- fleaion bab
~Pd fro= a B-36 aircraft.

luearem#t4mptl.ng tokeeptho RlmLans IJlthedarku
to what Ma been and will be -ploded la the test series. Zn view
of the large number of pemxml involved in the operatim, and
in view of the si~e of the detonation and the fact that the light
could be obeerved 8t soa for severalhundredmiles,tt 18 not
likmlythat we can for long keep frcm the hsaiana the fact that
there has Men ● thermonuclearexploslonjalthough to date weather
has played into our hands in that the uimla have held the clod
for s period of seven daye over the Pacificmakingit virtually
impossible for the %ssiam to obtain samples from the cloud ad
thus determine the nature of t&e explosion.

Unclassified selmic ●taticna picked up the axploelcn.
They will be able to place the epicenterof ~at they will probably
regardaa an Underwabr ●arth tremor as bei~ in the neighborhood
of the BniuetokAtoll. ‘* neverthelessdo not proposeto mnfim
that the tremorwas ●ttributableti our t#et eetiea.

. Since calling you on Hovember 7th a speculative 8tory,
originating h Loe Angel.ee,to the effectthatw have detonateda
hydrogen bomb, has received rather wide diemmlnation. However,
barring ●me now unforeseeable circumstance, it is our plan to sake
no announcementconcerningthe teatserieeuntil after it la
uoncluded—— probablyon November13th. %e have alway8 ~ such
conclti~ announcement h the past. In the announceawnt m9 propose
to say, as ue did at the conclusionof the 199 testis that ‘the
teet programincludedexperimentscon~buting to thermonuclear
neaponnresearch.R

While the information concernhg the Muetok Wte is
of immediatesignificance,thereare otherproblemsfacingthe
Co.x&mion in the next few monthsconcernhg which you may wish to
be informed●

Ue have preparedfor you a Top Sec~t memoraxxlum,nmning
to about fifteenp~wu, deali~ with our currentutockpi.le position,
the orgardz ..ti on and operation of the Cmmiasion, its relationship
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to the offi09 Of the President, the hputaent of hfeCiS8, the
kngxwss, 8nd uhioh ●8* forth ●m of *O ourxwntpa’obleu
faci~ the (lmmission in tho naxt fcw ●onth. * are prepared
to * this available to you ●t my time you chooooo @ w.
also prqmed to briefYOU comphtiw~ ●t w tiM YOU dUUPMtOD
on the at-c energy progrm.

Be aaaured that the CaILmiscion is happy to amist
~U in every po8eible~.

Sincerely,

Ddparlment of Energy
Historian’s office
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General Dwight D. Eisenhower
A~US ta, Georgia
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